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An exploration of female navigation students’ seafaring
intentions in Taiwan
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Abstract
Since the exploitation of female seafaring human resource could remedy the
dilemma of insufficient national ship-officers in the shipping industry, this study,

therefore, aims to explore female navigation students’ seafaring intention and its
affecting factors. Social cognitive career theory (SCCT) was used as research frame
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in this study, and female navigation students’ seafaring intentions and related data
were collected by questionnaire. Moreover, this study applied hierarchical regression
analysis to examine the proposed model. Results find that personal cognitive
variables “self-efficacy” and “outcome expectation” would affect significantly
female navigation students’ seafaring intentions. Also, extra-personal variables
“support by family” and “support by teachers” were found influencing directly
female navigation students’ seafaring intentions; in the meanwhile, these two
extra-personal variables had indirect impacts on female navigation students’
seafaring intentions through variables “self-efficacy” and “outcome expectation”.
Finally, authors suggested deep discussions and related recommendations basing on
this study result, so as to foster female navigation students’ seafaring intentions.

Keywords: Female navigation students, Seafaring intentions, Social cognitive career
theory, Self-efficacy
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