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The Role of Coast Guard in Maritime Emergency Medical
Services: A Perspective from the Domestic Legal System
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Abstract

In accordance with the Constitution of R.O.C §15, the government shoulders

the obligation to protect the people’s rights to live. Therefore, authorities, such as
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the health, fire-fighting, and coast guard, are established and cooperate to
accomplish the goal. Due to the limit of speed and the features of maritime
transportation vehicles, the victims who obtain efficient emergency medical services
in the process of medical evacuation are very likely to survive. R.O.C. Coast Guard
is obligated to operate marine rescue, and offer victims appropriate emergency
medical services prior to their arrivals at hospitals. However, through the
observation, what R.O.C. Coast Guard really do is only serves the function as
transportation vehicles and provides basic emergency medical services but the
professional ones. This article is based on the facet of legislation, and contains the
analysis of the Constitution of R.O.C., the Coast Guard Act, and Emergency
Medical Services Act. Because of the ambiguity of the regulation, R.O.C. Coat
Guard is not clearly entitled to implement maritime emergency medical services.
Consequently, the appropriate on-board equipment is insufficient, and so is the
proficient manpower. It is suggested that the law should be amended and define the
obligation and authority of R.O.C Coast Guard clearly. Hence, R.O.C Coast Guard
will be entitled and proficient to protect the off-shore people’s rights to live.

Keywords : operate marine rescue, rights to live
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