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Current Taiwan's Pilotage Scheme and Shipping
Companies’ Freedom of Choice for Marine Pilots
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Abstract

According Taiwan’s Marine Pilotage Law, the compulsory pilotage system
requires that shipping companies calling at Taiwanese seaports should use pilots
allocated by the Pilots Association for providing services they need through oral or
written negotiations. This legislation has resulted in a lack of freedom of choice of
pilots by shipping companies, and thus formed a monopolistic market of pilotage.
The principle of freedom of contract is to unveil the equality of personality, dignity
and legal standing, and is also related to the right and benefit protection of contract
parties. Free to choose opposite party is one of the important elements of the concept.
This paper therefore aims at finding solutions with equal and mutual benefits for the
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pilotage contract parties to eliminate essentially inequality as a result of the existing
restriction of freedom of choice, and improving the pilotage system and its market
mechanism.
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