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Gulf of Aden Situations

- the Rise and Development of Somalia Pirates
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Abstract

Located in an important strategic location of the Horn of Africa, Somalia has
experienced civil war and the ravages of tribal unrest for the last two decades and is
ruled by clans and separated small governing countries. Somalia is a poor and
instable place in the eyes of the word. However, as a result of few shocked and
terrified piracy committed by Somali pirates since 2005, accounting for more than
half of the total number of worldwide piracy cases in 2009, Somalia has
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successfully attracted worldwide attentions. Consequently, Somalia territorial waters
have Navies form more than twenty countries, which have never happened in the
world history. This study examines and analyses statistical data of piracy worldwide
gathered by the International Maritime Organisation of the United Nations and the
International Maritime Bureau of the International Chamber of Commerce.
Following the illustrations of piracy case studies, the strategies adopted by the
international organisations to responding to piracy are discussed. Further, this paper
investigates the causes of the rise of Somalia pirates and the game of the Great
Powers played in Somalia in the name of striking Somalia pirates.
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1 Piracy is defined in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) (article
101) as follows:

Piracy consists of any of the following acts:

(a) any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the
crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed:

(i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such
ship or aircraft;
(ii) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State;

(b) any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an aircraft with knowledge of facts
making it a pirate ship or aircraft;

(c) any act inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described in sub-paragraph (a) or (b).”

Armed robbery against ships is defined in the Code of Practice for the Investigation of the Crimes of
Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships (resolution A.1025(26), Annex, paragraph 2.2), as follows:

Armed robbery against ships means any of the following acts:

(@) any illegal act of violence or detention or any act of depredation, or threat thereof, other than an act of
piracy, committed for private ends and directed against a ship or against persons or property on board
such a ship, within a State’s internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial sea;

(b) any act of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described above”.
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MSC.4/Circ.147 - Reports on Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships - Acts reported during
December 2009, Ref. T2-MSS/2.11.4.1MSC.4/Circ.147, 5 January 2010, IMO, London.

Oceans and the Law of the Sea in the General Assembly of the United Nations, Reports of the
Secretary-General, A/64/66/Add.1, 25 November 2009,

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/general_assembly_reports.htm, accessed on 28 January
2010.
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Source: ICC- IMB Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships Report - Annual Report 2009
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