Journal of Taiwan Maritime Safety and Security Studies
Vol 5, No 6

SR Y REST B
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Abstract
In the recent years, while the crews on Taiwan's offshore fishing ships occurred

injury cases, the owner or the captain was often wounded to continue fishing and
reluctant to put the sick to the nearest coastal States for medical treatment. More
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than that, they even requested Taiwan government to dispatch a cutter over the area
of Taiwan's rescueresponsibility, where are hundreds or thousands of miles away
from Taiwan. In the past, Taiwan was lack of marine rescue assessment mechanism.
Therefore, it often caused duty problems and wasted rescue resources. An
mechanism was established by the Taiwan Fisheries Agency, which is called as
"Fishermen's medical communications and consultation mechanism”. This
mechanism was implemented since 2013.1 t was not only solving the problem of
resources abusing, but also providing medical advice or guidance by doctors for
fishermen reference so as to protect the lives and health of fishermen. However, the
mechanism applies only to "fishing ship".

This paper recommends that the Taiwan Ministry of Transportation and
Communication should immediately take the advantages of "Fishermen's medical
communications and consultation mechanism"” and solve the problem that the
mechanism can’t be applied to "non-fishing ship™. In the future, the government of
Taiwan can refer to the system of Japan, cooperate with domestic hospitals and
establish a crew radio medical center. Even more, develop a computer system for
radio medical advisory use, so that Taiwan can practice the State responsibility
which is conferred by international conventions.

Keywords : marine emergency medical service, rescue assessment mechanism,
medical advice
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