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https://www.worldshipping.org/public-statements/regulatory-
comments/WSC_Comments_to_BOEM_on_NY_Bight_Call_for_Information_July_2018.pdf

® To reduce the risk of collision between vessels maneuvering in or near the traffic lanes and, just as
critically, to reduce the risk of allision between vessels operating in or near the traffic lanes and
fixed wind turbines sited along the edge of the traffic lanes, appropriate buffer zones must be
established from the edge of the traffic lanes to the edge of the boundary of the wind farm lease
area.

® Buffer zones are essential to safe navigation because they provide an area of open water to which
transiting ships can divert if the ship loses power, loses steering, or suffers some other engineering
casualty that forces the vessel to quickly depart the maritime traffic lane. Once they have diverted
from the traffic lane, the vessel could then conduct an emergency anchoring or remain in position
while it works to solve the problem that prevented it from continuing to operate in the traffic lane.
Weather conditions can also force vessels to seek refuge from traffic lanes in a buffer zone.

® Buffer zones must be wide enough to allow the diverting vessel to get out of the flow of vessel
traffic without causing the vessel to allide with a wind turbine located on the opposite side of the
buffer zone. The ever-increasing size and limited maneuverability of oceangoing commercial ships
provide some indication of how wide buffer zones should be.

® The majority of vessel masters stated that 2 nautical miles (nm) should be the minimum buffer zone
between commercial vessels and wind farm lease areas. Vessel masters indicated that a 2 nm buffer
would provide satisfactory maneuvering room to address the most likely contingencies -- loss of
steering or propulsion -- and should provide space for the vessel to anchor in an emergency.
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