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Abandoned seafarers can experience months of unpaid wages, extremely poor on-board conditions,
inadequate food and clean drinking water, and long periods of work without proper rest. In some cases,
they are left completely stranded for months — even years — on end. The lack of enforcement and
responsiveness from flag and port states, the lack of insurance for vessels, and shipowners refusing to
accept that they are mistreating their crew are common factors that contribute to abandonment and

complicate the resolution of cases.
https://www.itfseafarers.org/en/news/2024-worst-year-record-seafarer-abandonment-says-itf
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BERFJE © 2023 Seafarer Abandonment report by RightShip

https://rightship.foleon.com/2023-seafarer-abandonment-report-by-rightship/2023-seafarer-abandonment-report-by-rightship/
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BRIACE © Mapping abandonment to raise visibility

https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/the-sea/mapping-abandonment-to-raise-visibility
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https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/indians-most-abandoned-seafarers-in-the-world-in-2024-
report/
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(Seafarers work in an environment of hardship and isolation. Abandonment is one of the major challenges
faced by seafarers onboard vessels. Abandonment of seafarers broadly refers to the act of unilateral
severance of ties by the shipowner with the seafarers’ onboard ship, whereby the shipowner causes a
breach of fundamental obligations owed towards seafarers. Abandonment is one of the shady practices of
the shipping industry, where seafarers are subjected to cruel, inhuman, and life-threatening conditions.)
Mohit Gupta, Seafarer Abandonment and Vessel’s Flag State Role Analysis,
https://doi.org/10.7225/toms.v11.n01.019
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5 Hejazi SH. Seafarer Abandonment: A Human Rights at Sea Perspective. DEHUKAMDER. May 2021;3(1):393-
458.

“..on the side are gentlemen possessed of wealth and intent, | mean not unfairly, upon augmenting it,
conversant in business and possessing the means of calling in the aides of practical and professional
knowledge. On the other side is a set of men, generally ignorant and illiterate, notoriously and verbally
reckless and improvident, ill provided with the means of obtaining useful information and almost ready
to sign any instruments that may be proposed to them; and on all accounts requiring protection, even
against themselves.”

“Historical Perspectives on Seafarers and the Law.” In Seafarers’ Rights, ed. D. Fitzpatrick and M. Anderson, 3—35. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2005.
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