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Short-term Development Strategy for Training Course of

Vessel Traffic Service Operators in Taiwan
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Abstract

Although Taiwan is not a member state of IMO, the government still
participates in international maritime affairs actively. The vessel traffic service
(VTS) system began to operate in 1999 and the relevant training courses have been
held since 2003. In recent years, Taiwan Ministry of Transportation and
Communications (TMOTC) has been endeavouring to develop an integral system
and to reform current status, a complete VTS operator training course coped with
the international standard is important. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to
review previous training courses and to propose a short-term development strategy
based on which a thorough training-course can be devised. In this article, the
contents of IALA model course (minimal standard), i.e. V-103/1, and previous
Taiwanese training courses are first collected. A comparison analysis is
subsequently conducted to identify and treat as short-term development subjects.
The anticipations from VTS related personnel are consequently collected by visiting
the international ports in Taiwan. Finally, the short-term strategy is recommended
based on the rank order method using questionnaires. It is shown that the urgent
subjects needed are language, traffic management and nautical knowledge. In order
to fulfil the international standard, the subjects aforementioned may be planed and
devised in the near future.
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